The Brassard Report - Summer 2017
Canada Summer Jobs

MP Brassard with Innisfil Mayor Gord Wauchope, members of Innisfil Council and
2017 Summer Students. MP Brassard announced record funding of $69,000 for the
Town of Innisfil to create summer positions for 42 worthy students.

The youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow:
June 2017 - MP Brassard made not-for-profit organizations and public-sector
employers his local priorities for funding. MP Brassard was pleased to
announce nearly $650,000 in Canada Summer Jobs funding was delivered to
Barrie-Innisfil allowing the creation of 235 summer jobs for local youth.

Helping Our Veterans

Photo: L-R (Clockwise) MWO Richard Leslie, MP Larry Maguire, MP Brassard, MP Cathay Wagantall

“This program brought in by the previous government has been a success. Students who
participate in Canada Summer Jobs gain outstanding work experience and that helps them achieve
future goals. There was great interest within Barrie-Innisfil again this year and I appreciate the real
opportunities this program offers to our young people.” - MP Brassard

MPs advocate for 92 year old World War II veteran denied benefits:
July 2017 in Brandon, MB - MPs Brassard, Wagantall & Maguire met with retired
master warrant officer Richard Leslie who during the raid on Dunkirk was exposed
to constant bombardments leaving him deaf in his right ear and with little hearing in
his left. He was consistently denied new hearing aids from Veterans Affairs Canada
(VAC) on the grounds "there was no evidence he was exposed to enough noise
during service to cause permanent decibel losses." Within days of the MPs meeting
with MWO Leslie, VAC agreed to pay for the new hearing aids.

MP Brassard’s Volunteer Awards

Western Canada Listening Tour

MP Brassard’s 2017 Barrie-Innisfil Volunteer Award Winners

MP Brassard recognizes Barrie-Innisfil Volunteers:
MP John Brassard hosted a special ceremony at the Barrie Public Library,
Painswick Branch, to recognize outstanding Barrie-Innisfil volunteers.
10 individuals and 1 service club (Innisfil Rotary) were celebrated for their
extraordinary and selfless contributions to our community.
“Every year, hours worked by volunteers in Canada represent more than 1 million full-time jobs.
Canadians are world leaders in generosity and these dedicated people in Barrie-Innisfil go above
and beyond in order to make positive impacts through their volunteerism. Volunteers are our
unsung heroes and the ceremony was a small gesture to let them know just how much they are
appreciated.” - MP Brassard

MPs hear many concerns in face-to-face meetings with veterans:
July 2017 - This summer, Official Opposition Veterans Affairs Critic, John Brassard
(Barrie-Innisfil) and Veterans Affairs Deputy Critic, Cathay Wagantall (YorktonMelville) embarked on a Western Canadian Veterans Tour visiting five communities
across 3 provinces. Some of the issues discussed included homelessness among
veterans, the use of the anti-malaria drug Mefloquine and strengthening the role of
the Veterans Ombudsman. Struggles with mental illness and recovery from PTSD still
rank as high priorities with veterans as well. Brassard and Wagantall will bring these
messages of advocacy to Ottawa in the fall when Parliament resumes.
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Serving Barrie - Innisfil
Ottawa News
Vimy 100th Ceremonies in France

MP Brassard’s statement in the House of Commons on Vimy 100th:
“Mr. Speaker, one 96 year old veteran described it as the best week of his life. This past week, I had the
privilege and honour to be part of the Canadian Delegation that travelled to Vimy Ridge to celebrate the 100 th
anniversary of this great battle where, for the first time, Canadians fought together as one and became a
nation. 3598 of us died that day, 11,000 were wounded.
Walter Allward’s monument that stands atop the ridge is magnificent. Not unlike well-known sites around the
world that people go to for personal or religious pilgrimages, Vimy Ridge and the monument that towers over it
is our Canadian pilgrimage site.
I want to sincerely thank both past and present Ministers of Veterans Affairs and staff at Veterans Affairs
Canada. The Vimy 100 celebration was seven years in the making and it was incredible. Incredible paying
tribute to those who died, those who served and those who continue to serve. Other than marrying my wife
and the birth of my four children, being at Vimy was the best week of my life.”

Vimy Sunrise Ceremony

(L-R) Mayor Lehman, Hon. Col. Massie, MP Brassard, CFB
Borden Cmdr. McGarry, Hon. Col. Williams, Hon. Col. Peacock

Nantyr Shores Secondary School made the trip to Vimy!

Liberals Abandon Lake Simcoe Clean-up Fund
Lake Simcoe is the 4th largest lake wholly inside the
province. More than 400,000 people depend on the
lake for drinking water and it is vital to the local
economy creating $200M annually in recreational
activity alone. The previous Conservative Government
provided unprecedented federal funding ($59M) for the
Lake Simcoe & South-eastern Georgian Bay Clean Up
Fund. It was successful in accelerating the adoption of
beneficial management practices (BMPs) in the watershed, reducing phosphorous loads from urban and
rural sources, promoting fish habitats and improving
information and monitoring for decision making.

(Project Funded from 2007 to 2017)

“The investment had measurable success and took
great steps to protect Lake Simcoe for generations to
come. Protecting and restoring Lake Simcoe has
always been an important priority for me. The Liberal
Government is constantly saying that the environment
and the economy go “hand in hand” but their actions
here tell a much different story. Their abandonment of
this vital initiative puts Lake Simcoe at risk and lets
down so many residents and stakeholders who have
invested so much time, energy, and work into our
region's beautiful gem; Lake Simcoe,” - MP Brassard.
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MP Brassard’s
Community Corner
“IT IS A DISTINCT HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE TO REPRESENT BARRIE-INNISFIL” - MP BRASSARD

June 2017 - At the dedication ceremony for the new Rotary Clock in Barrie

Canada Day Cake Cutting Ceremony: with Mayor Jeff Lehman,
MP Brassard, MPP Patrick Brown, and MP Alex Nuttall

June 2017 - 2nd Annual Barrie Holi Fest

June 2017 - On Parliament Hill with students from Ardagh Bluffs Public School

MP Brassard addresses the Canada Day crowd in Barrie

July 2017 – Veterans meeting in Toronto with
Conservative Party Leader Andrew Scheer

Canada 150 Celebrations with the Red Hat Ladies in Innisfil

June 2017 - 24 Navy League Cadet Corps Chambly
61st Annual Ceremonial Review

John Brassard, M.P.
543 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
K1A 0A6

MP Brassard’s 2nd

Annual Community BBQ

John’s Barrie-Innisfil Community BBQ was held on the grounds of the Stroud Arena on Saturday July 29th. Upwards of 500 residents attended where 300 hot
dogs, 320 hamburgers and 350 slices of pizza were served up along with snow cones & candy floss. There was button-making for the kids, an
inflatable obstacle course and MP Brassard spent close to an hour in the dunk tank. The South Simcoe Police
Tactical Unit had an interactive display and brought along some vintage police cruisers for photos. A full recap of the day’s events
is available on his website and MP Brassard's facebook page (@JohnBrassardCPC) including photos, videos and drone footage.
Special thanks to all the volunteers, South Simcoe Police, Dave Chalut from Domino’s Pizza Barrie and Troy from Foodland in
Stroud for all their amazing support! Donations from last year's MP BBQs collected enough funds to sponsor 2017 House League
fees for 12 worthy kids to play soccer with the Barrie & Innisfil Soccer Clubs.
MP Brassard in the dunk tank!

Message from your Member of Parliament
Dear constituents of Barrie-Innisfil,
I want to start by thanking you. It’s been almost two years since I was elected as the Member of Parliament for Barrie-Innisfil and I have enjoyed every
minute working for you. This summer has been a very busy time with numerous events in the riding and meetings across our beautiful country.
Certainly one of the highlights of the summer was the many Canada 150 celebrations. I participated in over a dozen events in the riding on July 1st,
meeting many of you along the way. We are a relatively young nation, with a proud history, and a bright future ahead of us. Happy birthday Canada!
I also spent some time going door-to-door. It is an excellent way to connect with residents and get a sense of the issues that matter to you. As your MP,
it is very important to me to hear these concerns on a regular basis, not just at election time. There is no better way to do that than from hearing from
you in person.
My second annual community BBQ in Stroud was a big hit. What I loved most about it was the opportunity for everyone to come together on a sunny
Saturday to simply chat and enjoy each other’s company.
Serving in my role as the Critic for Veterans Affairs, I met with veterans groups, advocates and current Canadian Forces members this summer during two week-long
tours. The first was in Western Canada and later in the summer, I met with veterans in the Maritimes. There was plenty of important feedback I received and it will assist
me greatly in bringing these issues back to Ottawa, our leader Andrew Scheer and the entire caucus.
Finally, I want to end this message the same way it started by saying thank you. Thank you to the residents of Barrie-Innisfil. It is an incredible honour you have given me
to represent you in our nation’s capital.
Warm Regards,

John Brassard, MP for Barrie-Innisfil & the Official Opposition Critic for Veterans Affairs

Need help with your passport? Bring your completed applications to John’s Constituency Office:
NOTE: Your completed application must include all required original documents & signed copies, form of payment
(Cert. chq, money order or completed credit card slip), new passport photos and expired or expiring passport (if
applicable). Applications can be found online or at most Canada Post outlets. Please follow all instructions and allow
one month for processing. FAQs can be found online: http://johnbrassard.com/important-information/passports/

Have your say:
1. What area(s) of federal jurisdiction do you have concerns with or comments on?

2. What should be the spending priorities for the federal government? Rank in order of importance to you (1-6)
Foreign Aid

First Nations

Seniors

Climate Change

Veterans

Child Benefits

3. How do you feel about the Liberals settling out of court with Omar Khadr and paying him $10.5m? (check all that apply)
I agree with Trudeau’s decision

I disagree with Trudeau’s decision

Too much money

Should have went to court

4.How satisfied are you with MP John Brassard’s service on behalf of the constituents of Barrie-Innisfil?
Very satisfied, keep up the good work

Somewhat satisfied

Dissatisfied, he does not have my support

Unsure

Your input is always appreciated. MP Brassard looks forward to your feedback on these important questions

To see MP Brassard’s videos, his speeches in the House of Commons, view his press releases,
editorials and see upcoming events, please visit his website:

www.johnbrassard.com
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