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Media Release from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 12 

For Immediate Release March 26 – Barrie-Innisfil Member of Parliament John Brassard 
is providing daily updates to residents of Barrie-Innisfil during the Coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic through the media, at JohnBrassard.com and on social media sites 
@JohnBrassardCPC.  

Barrie-Innisfil residents should be cautious of a “COVID-19 text scam” aimed at exploiting 
people who are waiting to apply for the new Canada Emergency Response Benefit. The 
financial assistance package approved by the House of Commons this week will provide 
up to $2,000 a month for four months to Canadians now unemployed or off work without 
pay because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I’m shaking my head about this one because it’s really hard to believe that people would 
take advantage of others who are currently impacted by job losses and enormous stress 
during such difficult times,” said MP Brassard. “However, everyone needs to be aware 
that scammers are out, and I want to warn Barrie-Innisfil residents that the federal 
government is not texting Canadians about this benefit.” 

Anyone who receives a text message telling them they have received a deposit from the 
Canada and asking them to click on a link to claim the money should immediately delete 
the text, Brassard warns. “This is a scam. These texts are not from the government and 
you should not click the link or provide any personal information.” 

The government has said the Canada Emergency Response Benefit application portal 
will be available by April 6. 

As the number of presumptive and confirmed COVID-19 cases continues to rise in 
Simcoe County and across Canada, MP Brassard is in contact with local businesses that 
may be able to help supply essential equipment for healthcare workers including 
ventilators, masks, gowns and swabs. 

“The Government of Canada and Province of Ontario are reaching out to businesses that 
can supply products and services in response to COVID-19, through the Federal Buy and 
Sell  website and the recently launched Ontario Together website. These sites are meant 
to remove barriers allowing the manufacturing sector to redeploy capacity towards the 
production of essentials,” Brassard said. 

“These sites are meant to remove barriers allowing the manufacturing sector to redeploy 
capacity towards the production of essentials. There is a great need and we are fortunate 
to manufacturers and suppliers right here in Barrie-Innisfil that will make a difference. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2020/03/introduces-canada-emergency-response-benefit-to-help-workers-and-businesses.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2020/03/introduces-canada-emergency-response-benefit-to-help-workers-and-businesses.html
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/calling-all-suppliers-help-canada-combat-covid-19
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/calling-all-suppliers-help-canada-combat-covid-19
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-your-organization-can-help-fight-coronavirus


A mandatory 14-day quarantine is now in place for all Canadians and permanent 
residents arriving home from travel outside the country. This restriction does not apply to 
essential workers including truck drivers and health care workers. 

Brassard today spoke with several Barrie-Innisfil residents currently stranded around the 
world, advising them of the requirement for self-isolation. 
 
“We are still working hard to bring people home safely, and they must to be aware that 
as soon as they are back in Canada, self-isolation for 14 days is not an option, it is a 
requirement that will be enforced under the federal Quarantine Act,” Brassard said. “This 
is an important way to help stop the spread of the virus and to flatten the curve. If we can 
do that, then we are protecting our healthcare workers and everyone in the community. 
 
Visit the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit for more information about self isolating. If 
you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or 
call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
On Thursday MP Brassard: 
 

• participated in a conference call with the Leadership Team of the Conservative 
Party of Canada. 

• participated in a conference call with Barrie-Springwater-Oro Medonte MP Doug 
Shipley and Barrie Mayor Jeff Lehman to discuss local issues related to the 
pandemic 

• participated in a conference call on the status of Canadians stranded abroad and 
repatriation efforts by Global Affairs Canada. 

• discussed federal issues and the COVID-19 crisis in a 30-minute interview on 
Rogers TV Barrie. 

 
Also on Thursday: 
 

• The Prime Minister named Kirsten Hillman as Canada’s permanent envoy to the 
United States. 

• The Prime Minister said a financial aid package is in the works for news 
outlets, aimed at keeping journalists working in the face of collapsing 
advertising revenues. 

 
 
Earlier: 
 

• Approximately 13,000 public service employees have been reassigned to assist 
with phone calls and applications relating to Employment Insurance. 

• The number of COVID-19 tests being completed is now over 10,000 per day. 
• The Ontario Government announced $6 billion for employers in the form of five 

months of interest and penalty relief. 
• Ontario will defer the June 30 quarterly municipal remittance of education property 

tax to school boards by 90 days – giving municipalities the flexibility to provide 
property tax deferrals to residents and businesses. 

• $1.9 billion by the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) allowing 
employers to defer payments for up to six months. 

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/factsheet-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate.pdf?la=en
https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en


• The Ontario government announced that residents and businesses in the province 
will be billed off-peak electricity rates for the next 45 days. 

• Non-essential services across the province have been shut down for two weeks.  
• Flights continue to retrieve Canadians stranded in countries around the world. 

Canadians still overseas should immediately register with Global Affairs Canada 
at travel.gc.ca. 

• City of Barrie and Town of Innisfil declared states of emergency. 
• International flights are restricted to just four major Canadian cities – Toronto’s Pearson 

International and airports in Montreal, Vancouver and Calgary. Travellers exhibiting 
symptoms of Coronavirus (COVID-19) will not be permitted to board a plane headed to 
Canada. 

 
Remember, the best way to protect yourself: 
  

• Avoid any unnecessary contact with other people 
• Stay at least six feet away from others (physical distancing) 
• Remain at home as much as you can - only going out for essential needs like food 

and medication 
• Work from home if possible 
• Shop for groceries online 

Brassard encourages Barrie-Innisfil residents to visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest 
information on the pandemic and Canada’s response. While his Barrie office remains 
closed to the public, if you need assistance call 705-726-5959 or email 
John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or through social media @JohnBrassardCPC. 
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