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Media Release from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 13 

For Immediate Release March 27 – Barrie-Innisfil Member of Parliament John Brassard is 
providing daily updates to residents of Barrie-Innisfil during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic through the media, at JohnBrassard.com and on social media sites 
@JohnBrassardCPC.  

For the past several weeks, the Conservative Party led by Andrew Scheer and our Finance 
Critic Pierre Poilievre have been working with business advocacy organizations across 
Canada to convince the government that employers needed much more than the 10% wage 
subsidy that was offered in the recently approved economic package.   

Today, with the real possibility that the announced Emergency Income Benefit could collapse 
under its own weight because of the millions of claims that are projected, the government 
listened to our plan and the plan of business groups - to increase the wage subsidy to 75% 
to help keep Canadians on the payroll rather than move them to the EI-roll. 

Qualifying small and medium-sized businesses in Barrie-Innisfil that are impacted by 
COVID-19 will benefit from this increased wage subsidy announced today.  

“I am hearing first-hand about the stress and anxiety business owners are feeling during the 
Covid-19 crisis,” MP Brassard said.  “It’s not lost on me that 70 percent of Canada’s 
workforce is employed by these businesses and that as of last week, over a million plus 
people have applied for Employment Insurance benefits.  I hope that local businesses will 
take advantage of this wage subsidy to keep workers employed.” Brassard concluded 

Additional measures to support small and medium businesses in Canada were also 
announced: 

• The Canada Emergency Business Account will guarantee loans up to $40,000 - 
interest free for the first year and up to $10,000 could be forgivable.   

• GST/HST payments have been deferred to June 1, 2020.  

 

There are still questions that must be answered related to this increase in the wage subsidy.  
Questions like what constitutes as a “qualifying business” but this is the right move under 
the current circumstances. 

 

These new measures add to the what has previously been launched including income tax 
deferral options and a work-sharing program.  Information regarding these initiatives can be 
found here at Canada.ca.   

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html


 

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit announced that as of March 27, there are now 35 
lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the region, including seven in Barrie. Also, there are five 
health-care workers in Simcoe-Muskoka who contracted the virus through travel and are self-
isolating. 

“I would like to express my appreciation to our health-care workers who are enduring 
tremendous levels of stress in order to keep us all safe and healthy,” Brassard said. “These 
workers deserve our thanks and our support as do first responders”. 

“We can show our appreciation and respect to these professionals by following the 
recommendations of public officials, including physical-distancing. Please, stay home as 
much as you can, wash your hands often and when you are out in the community keep a 
safe distance of at least three metres (six feet) away from others.” 

A mandatory 14-day quarantine at home is now in place for all Canadians and permanent 
residents arriving home from travel outside the country. This restriction does not apply to 
essential workers including truck drivers and health care workers. 

Visit the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit for more information about self isolating. If you 
have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or call 
Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
On Friday MP Brassard: 
 

• spoke with Greater Barrie Chamber of Commerce President about wage subsidy 
changes announced today for small and medium businesses. 

• participated in a conference call with Conservative Party of Canada’s Leadership 
Team. 

• spoke with local manufacturers about integrating into supply chain to produce supplies 
for healthcare workers. 

• was interviewed with Barrie Today regarding wage subsidy announcement. 
 
To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
Remember, to protect yourself and to help stop the spread of COVID-19: 
  

• Stay at least six feet away from others (physical distancing) 
• Stay at home as much as you can - only go out for essential needs like food and 

medication 
• Work from home if possible 
• Shop for groceries online 
• Wash your hands frequently, for at least 20 seconds each time 

 

Barrie-Innisfil residents can visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the 
pandemic and Canada’s response. While the Barrie office remains closed to the public, if you 
need assistance call 705-726-5959 or email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or reach out 
through social media @JohnBrassardCPC.  

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/factsheet-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate.pdf?la=en
https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en
mailto:John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca

