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Media Release from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 15 

For Immediate Release March 29 – Barrie-Innisfil Member of Parliament John Brassard 
is providing daily updates to residents of Barrie-Innisfil during the Coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic through the media, at JohnBrassard.com and on social media sites 
@JohnBrassardCPC.  

Ontario reported 211 new lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 Sunday morning, the highest 
number of confirmed cases reported in a single day so far. That brings the total of cases 
confirmed in the province to 1,355. 

“As the numbers continue to climb, physical distancing continues to be the most important 
thing we can do every day to help slow the spread and flatten the curve,” MP Brassard 
said. “Staying at home as much as possible and practicing physical distancing - staying 
at least two metres (six feet) away from others when we are out - is one way that we can 
protect ourselves and, importantly, the most vulnerable people in our community.” 

“Kids Help Phone” is receiving $7.5 million to provide mental health support to children 
and youth impacted by school closures and reduced access to friends, social support and 
community resources. The 24/7 online, telephone and text counselling service has 
experienced increased demand during the COVID-19 pandemic. Children and youth in 
need of help can text 6868 or call 1-800-688-6868. Live chat is also available at Kids 
Help Phone. 

United Way Canada will also receive $9 million assist seniors with individual needs 
assessments and to connect them with community resources including delivery services 
for groceries, meals and medication. The government re-affirmed a commitment of 
over $200 million on Sunday to support shelters for Canadians experiencing 
homelessness and women and children fleeing violence. 

“We know that there are people in our community who can’t go home because it 
isn’t safe, and others who don’t have homes to go to,” MP Brassard said. “During 
the current health crisis, we must take care of our most vulnerable citizens. 
Supporting shelters and organizations that are struggling to keep people safe 
through difficult circumstances.  There are also many faith-based organizations 
who have teams of people working in our local communities to help seniors and 
others during this difficult time. 

https://kidshelpphone.ca/
https://kidshelpphone.ca/


 

On Friday, MP Brassard, along with Barrie-Springwater-Oro Medonte MP Doug 
Shipley, pledged their support for Barrie’s Women and Children’s Shelter and the 
Salvation Army by donating their upcoming legislated pay raises for one year. 

“We recognize that stress levels are increasing in our communities creating a greater 
need for shelters and other support agencies,” said MP Brassard. “To those of you who 
are impacted by job losses and are worrying about the future, there is help available for 
you. And to anyone who is in a position to help, please consider making a financial 
donation to a charity in Barrie-Innisfil. They need our help today more than ever.” 

 
On Sunday MP Brassard: 
 

• Worked with the Chief of Staff for the Minister of Small Business to address 
concerns of local employers with respect to the wage subsidy and the qualifications 
to receive it. 

• Will be holding a Facebook Live session to answer questions about the COVID-19 
situation locally from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Earlier this week: 
 

• Restrictions were introduced for anyone travelling by plane or train in Canada. 
Beginning Monday, March 30 at noon, any person showing symptoms of COVID-
19 will not be allowed to board intercity passenger trains or domestic flights 
anywhere in the country. 

• Ontario Premier Doug Ford announced steep fines and the possibility of 
imprisonment for those seeking to make huge profits on essential goods during the 
coronavirus outbreak. Essential goods included face masks, hand sanitizer, 
protective gloves and disinfectant wipes. To report price gouging, contact 
Consumer Protection Ontario.  

• New rules limit gatherings in Ontario to just five people - down from 50. The rules 
do not apply to essential services, childcare facilities or families of more than five. 
 

Visit the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit for more information about self isolating. If 
you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or 
call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. To view previous COVID-19 
updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 

Barrie-Innisfil residents can visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the 
pandemic and Canada’s response. While the Barrie office remains closed to the public, if 
you need assistance call 705-726-5959 or email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or through 
social media @JohnBrassardCPC. 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/consumer-protection-ontario
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/factsheet-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate.pdf?la=en
https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en
mailto:John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca

