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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 16 
 

For Immediate Release March 30 – While MP John Brassard’s Barrie constituency office 
remains closed to the public during the COVID-19 pandemic, staff are responding to an 
increased number of phone calls and emails from Barrie-Innisfil residents with questions 
and concerns about the COVID-19 pandemic and Canada’s response. 

“At this time, we are asking for a little patience from constituents who are waiting for email 
responses, because the volume has increased significantly over the past few days,” 
Brassard said. “We certainly expected that people would be reaching out to us for details 
about government programs that have been announced and we are responding to those 
emails. We want everyone to know that we are here for them and we are working hard to 
respond as quickly as we can.” 

Brassard is reminding residents to visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on 
the pandemic and government announcements. The website is updated frequently and 
includes links and phone numbers for anyone needing to apply for Employment Insurance 
benefits and businesses needing assistance.  

If you need assistance call 705-726-5959, email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or reach 
out through social media @JohnBrassardCPC. Priority is being given to inquiries from 
Barrie-Innisfil residents that include their names and addresses, and form emails will not 
receive responses.  

Brassard spoke with business and political leaders in Innisfil today and with the president 
of the Greater Barrie Chamber of Commerce after more details were released about the 
Canada Emergency Response Benefit for small and medium-sized businesses impacted 
by COVID-19. Businesses experiencing a drop in revenue of at least 30 percent because 
of the pandemic will be eligible for the 75 percent wage subsidy.  

This new benefit will be made available to for-profit businesses, not-for-profit 
organizations and charities. Subsidies will be calculated on the employee’s first $58,700 
and will be capped at $847 per week. 
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On Monday, MP Brassard: 

• Hosted a conference call with his staff in Barrie and Ottawa offices. 
• Participated in a conference call with Royal Victoria Regional Health Centre and 

political leaders from across Simcoe County. 
• Provided an update on federal emergency assistance programs via video 

conference with MPP Andrea Khanjin, Innisfil Mayor Lynn Dollin, members of 
Innisfil Council and business leaders. 

• Participated in a conference call with the Conservative Party of Canada leadership 
team and leader Andrew Scheer. 

• Discussed wage subsidy announcement with Greater Barrie of Chamber president 
and employers in Barrie-Innisfil 

 
Last week: 
 

• Restrictions were introduced for anyone travelling by plane or train in Canada. 
Beginning today, March 30 at noon, any person showing symptoms of COVID-19 
will not be allowed to board intercity passenger trains or domestic flights anywhere 
in the country. 

• Ontario Premier Doug Ford announced steep fines and the possibility of 
imprisonment for those seeking to make huge profits on essential goods during the 
coronavirus outbreak. Essential goods included face masks, hand sanitizer, 
protective gloves and disinfectant wipes. To report price gouging, contact 
Consumer Protection Ontario.  

• New rules limit gatherings in Ontario to just five people - down from 50. The rules 
do not apply to essential services, childcare facilities or families of more than five. 
 

Visit the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit for more information about self isolating. If 
you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or 
call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. To view previous COVID-19 
updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/consumer-protection-ontario
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/factsheet-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate.pdf?la=en
https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en

