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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 17 
For Immediate Release March 31 – Help is on the way for frontline healthcare workers 
fighting COVID-19 in Barrie-Innisfil and across Canada. The Prime Minister announced 
today that the federal government is spending $2 billion to purchase masks, ventilators, 
test kits, swabs and gowns. Canadian manufacturers Medical, Medicom and Spartan 
Bioscience are among the confirmed suppliers. 

“The skyrocketing demand for personal protective equipment is being felt in countries 
around the world and it’s great to see many Canadian businesses are stepping up to 
make sure that nurses, doctors, paramedics, police, firefighters and other frontline 
workers here at home have the protective equipment and supplies they need to stay 
safe during this pandemic,” said Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard.  

The federal government has placed orders for more than 5,500 ventilators and 60 
million masks that will be distributed as needed across the country. 

In Barrie-Innisfil, Brassard continues connecting with local manufacturers interested in 
assisting with the medical supply demands.  

“Everyone wants to help where they can.  I am directing local business to the 
appropriate federal agencies and am in constant contact with the Ministers about the 
capacity of our local business to produce the goods that are needed to protect front-line 
healthcare workers and first responders,” Brassard said. 

Municipal and health partners in Simcoe and Muskoka are working together to collect 
donations of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and critical supplies including: 

• N95 masks  
• Surgical masks  
• Face shields, protective goggles or safety glasses  
• Nitrile gloves (latex-free)  
• Reusable or disposable gowns 
• Medical thermometers  
• Hand sanitizer  
• Disinfectant wipes with a DIN# or with bleach cleaner  
• Hand soap 



 

Any businesses or individual with items to donate can email 
EmergencyManagement@smdhu.org . Please note: Health units will NOT accept any 
donations at their offices. Items will be collected at central depots in Simcoe County 
and Muskoka and will be issued to local health care providers in order of priority, as 
determined by the Province of Ontario.  

“There is so much great work being done in our community during this crisis,” Brassard 
said. “It’s inspiring to hear the stories of neighbours helping neighbours and businesses 
doing everything they can to make sure our frontline workers are safe.  

“Of course, it is also important to remember that every person has a critical role to play 
in stopping the spread the virus. Stay home as much as possible, keep a physical 
distance of at least six feet from others and wash your hands frequently. Let’s keep up 
the fight together.” 

Visit the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit for more information about self isolating. If 
you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or 
call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. To view previous COVID-19 
updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
On Tuesday, MP Brassard: 

• was on daily conference call with Conservative Party of Canada and Leader 
Andrew Scheer and the Leadership team 

• spoke with local business owner Tracy Segura of the Creative Bean after her 
husband Rene who returned home today after battling COVID-19. 

• spoke with local employers about the new wage subsidy and the call for medical 
equipment suppliers 

• spoke with MPP Andrea Khanjin on Provincial and Federal responses 
• Updated Barrie City Councillor Mike McCann by phone on the Federal response 

so far to the COVID-19 crisis 
• responded to numerous e-mails from residents and employers on the 

crisis.  Volume of both calls and e-mails have increased greatly over the last 
couple of days. 

 
Brassard is reminding residents to visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on 
the pandemic and government announcements. The website is updated frequently and 
includes links and phone numbers for anyone needing to apply for Employment 
Insurance benefits and businesses needing assistance.  

If you need assistance call 705-726-5959 or email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or 
through social media @JohnBrassardCPC. Priority is being given to inquiries from 
Barrie-Innisfil residents that include their names and addresses, and form emails will not 
receive responses.  
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