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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 18 
For Immediate Release April 1 – The federal government has announced several programs over 
the past two weeks, in order to support families and businesses financially impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis.  

In order to reduce confusion about who qualifies for which program and how to apply for 
assistance, Barrie-Innisfil MP Brassard is providing the following breakdown of the 
announcements. More detailed information is available at johnbrassard.com. 

FOR INDIVIDUALS: 

Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB): $2,000 a month for 4 months will be 
available to anyone who is at least 15 years of age and who earned a total employment 
income of $5,000 in 2019 or the 12 months leading up to application submission and who: 

• Lost a job, ended a contract or was self-employed and lost income 
• Has a job, but is not currently being paid 
• Cares for an individual with COVID-19, is sick or quarantined 
• Must remain home to look after seniors or children (including children home due to 

school and daycare closures) 
 
An online portal will be available by Monday, April 6, 2020 to file applications for CERB. 
Those qualified should apply online by logging into their CRA My Account or Service Canada’s 
My Service Canada Account. Applications will also be accepted by phone for anyone without 
access to the internet.  
 
Payments can be received by direct deposit within 3 to 5 days after applying or cheques will be 
delivered within 10 days.  Anyone who has already applied for Employment Insurance benefits, 
does not need to re-apply for the CERB. 
 
Employment Insurance (EI) Benefits:  
 

• Canadians who lost their jobs due to COVID-19 and began collecting EI benefits as of March 
25, 2020, will continue to claim regular EI benefits over the short term and should not apply 
for the CERB.  
 
 
 



 

 
 

• If you are eligible for regular Employment Insurance, or EI sickness benefits, apply online as 
soon as possible by logging into your CRA My Account or Service Canada’s My Service 
Canada Account. 

“This has been a very difficult few weeks for Barrie-Innisfil residents, businesses and all 
Canadians who are dealing with lost jobs, reduced income, lost business income and are 
increasingly worried about meeting their obligations like paying their rent or mortgage and other 
bills,” MP Brassard said.  

“The government has announced these programs to help with the financial impact of the COVID-
19 crisis.  Although there is a lot of confusion because of a lack of clarity from the government 
on how these programs will be rolled-out, I encourage anyone who needs assistance to apply 
as soon as possible so that they will receive money in a timely way.” 

FOR BUSINESSES 

Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) will provide a 75% wage subsidy to qualifying 
businesses that show their revenue fell at least 30 per cent compared to the same month last 
year.  Learn more about CEWS. 
 
“We’re here to assist residents of Barrie-Innisfil,” Brassard said. “Anyone with questions can 
call my office at 705-726-5959 or email john.brassard@parl.gc.ca. Given the volume of 
enquiries, we know that there is some confusion about these programs. We will continue to 
provide details as they become available.” 
 
On Wednesday, MP Brassard: 

• took part in the National Caucus videoconference of the Conservative Party of Canada 
• spoke with business owners about being part of the supply chain for medical supplies 
• was involved in a briefing on the new business measures announced 
• concluded his last of 14 days of self-isolation 

 
To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit johnbrassard.com. 
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