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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 19 

For Immediate Release April 2 – Details were released today for anyone applying for the 
Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB). An online application portal will be 
available at cra.ca starting on April 6 and individuals will be able to apply for the benefit 
on a specific day of the week, based on their birth month. 

People born in January, February and March should apply on Mondays starting April 6; 
those born in April, May and June should apply on Tuesdays starting April 7; people born 
in July, August or September should apply on Wednesdays starting April 8; and those 
born in October, November and December should apply on Thursdays starting April 9. 

All Canadians who are eligible are encouraged to apply on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays, regardless of their birthdate. The CERB will provide $2,000 a month for 4 
months to eligible Canadians who have stopped working or are without income due to 
COVID-19. Applicants must have earned at least $5000 in 2019. 

Applicants must first register for a MyCRA account online. Anyone currently receiving 
Employment Insurance (EI) will not receive the CERB. Anyone without access to the 
internet can apply over the phone with an automated phone service. 

The CERB will be available to workers who: 

• reside in Canada, are at least 15 years old. 
• have stopped working because of COVID-19 or are eligible for Employment 

Insurance regular or sickness benefits. 
• earned income of at least $5,000 in 2019 or in the 12 months prior to the date of 

their application.  
• are or expect to be without employment or self-employment income for at least 14 

consecutive days in the initial four-week period. 

This benefit is only available to individuals who stopped work and are not earning 
employment or self-employment income as a result of reasons related to COVID-19. If 
you have not stopped working because of COVID-19, you are not eligible for the Benefit. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/apply-for-cerb-with-cra.html?fbclid=IwAR1eNxwfsk1fV7dv18We088M5RZ83TWq7wO3D4aKFfDL-W-w8npWbCyjVvM
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/e-services/cra-login-services.html?fbclid=IwAR0ooxdccOul0xPuOjba1JY_KM9fGAPAz0y78_ZRHzWmWTmEuQWC8VcpF8k


 

Please note: 

• Part-time employees can apply for the CERB if they have lost a job due to 
COVID-19 and they earned at least $5,000 in the previous tax year. 

• Seniors receiving any other benefits like OAS or GIS, can apply for the CERB, 
but benefits may be clawed back – depending on income level.  

“The CERB has been created to assist people who have lost their jobs or their self-
employed income due to the pandemic and I encourage Barrie-Innisfil residents who are 
eligible, or those who think they may be eligible to apply for this benefit on their scheduled 
day according to their birth month,” said Barrie-Innisfil MP Brassard. “I am also telling 
people to understand that there will be millions of people applying for this program and 
that patience will be required in order to submit and complete the application process.” 

Businesses, non-profit organizations and charities that qualify for the new Canada 
Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) should expect funds to be available in about six 
weeks. To be eligible for the 75 percent wage subsidy, employers must have 
experienced at least a 30 percent drop in revenues in March, April, or May 2020, 
compared to the same months last year. We do not know the parameters of the 
drops in revenue, or how it would need to be demonstrated. 
 
More information about financial aid programs is available at JohnBrassard.com.  
 
“If you have any questions about whether or not you qualify or how to apply for these 
benefits, please call my office at 705-726-5959 or email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca. We 
know there’s some confusion about these programs and we will continue to provide 
details as they become available.” 
 
On Thursday, MP Brassard: 

• Completed 14 days of self-isolation after travel to the U.S. 
• Participated in a daily conference call with the Leadership team of the 

Conservative Party of Canada 
• Spoke to business owners to answer questions about the Canada Emergency 

Wage Subsidy (CEWS) 
• Received an update on repatriation efforts for Canadians who are stuck abroad 

 
For more information about the COVID-19 pandemic and Canada’s response or to view 
previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
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