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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 21 
For Immediate Release April 4 – Ontario issued a second province-wide emergency 
alert regarding COVID-19 Saturday afternoon, advising residents to stay home during 
the pandemic. MP John Brassard is appealing to Barrie-Innisfil residents to heed the 
simple message: “Stop the spread. COVID-19 can be deadly.” 

“Locally, the number of COVID-19 cases is increasing and the Simcoe Muskoka 
District Health Unit, is telling us that many are being caused by community 
transmission, meaning the virus is spreading in our community from person to person 
and is not linked to travel or a previously known case,” Brassard said. “If you are not 
an essential worker, then you should be staying home as much as possible and only 
going out if absolutely necessary to pick up groceries, prescriptions, or go to a medical 
appointment.” 

In order to ensure grocery store shelves remain stocked during the COVID-19 
outbreak, the Government of Ontario is launching a new web portal to connect workers 
with employers looking to fill positions in the agri-food sector.  

This new online tool will make it easier to match people to essential jobs and training 
resources. For access to information on job opportunities and training resources in all 
parts of Ontario's food supply chain - from grocery retailers to bakeries and cheese 
processing plants to opportunities on farms, visit Ontario.ca/AgFoodJobs. 

On Saturday, the province also announced a $40 million relief fund to support 
organizations that provide residential services for children and youth, people with 
developmental disabilities and emergency shelters for women and families fleeing 
domestic violence. 

The Prime Minister made the same announcement today he made two weeks ago to 
commit funding to homelessness and shelters for those fleeing gender-based violence. 

“These election style announcements made everyday by the Prime Minister has to be 
followed through with execution”, Brassard said. I’m anxious and so are many 

http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Promos/Novel-Coronavirus
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Promos/Novel-Coronavirus
http://www.ontario.ca/AgFoodJobs
https://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/crrf.aspx


 

Canadians to see money to start flowing to those who desperately need it”, he 
concluded. 

While the virus is impacting Ontarians of all ages, those over the age of 60 face a higher risk 
of severe disease leading to higher mortality rates.  

“This virus is not just affecting the elderly,” said MP Brassard. “In fact, our health officials 
are telling us that in Barrie-Innisfil, most of our cases are among adults between 35 and 
64 years of age.”  

“It’s important that we take steps to protect everyone, especially the most vulnerable,” 
Brassard said. “Heeding the advice of public health officials is how we will save lives." 

Visit the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit for more information about self-isolating.  
 
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or call 
Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice.  
 
To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
Take these steps to protect yourself and others: 

• Anyone who has new cold-like/respiratory symptoms (regardless of travel history) and 
has not been tested for COVID-19, should self-isolate at home for 14 days.  

• Stay home as much as possible 
• Individuals over the age of 70 or those with compromised immune systems or underlying 

medical conditions are strongly urged to stay at home. 
• Avoid all non-essential trips into your community. If you leave your home, always keep 

a distance of at least 2 metres or 6 feet from others.  
• Practise physical distancing: keeping 2 metres or 6 feet between you and another 

person, unless they are members of your household. 
• Avoid contact with people at higher risk (e.g. older adults and those in poor health). 
• Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 15 seconds or use an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer.  
• Sneeze and cough into your sleeve.  
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, email 
John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media 
@JohnBrassardCPC. 

 
 

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/factsheet-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate.pdf?la=en
https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en
mailto:John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca

