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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 22 
For Immediate Release April 5 – Starting tomorrow, Monday, April 6, Canadians will be 
able to apply for the Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) at canada.ca 
beginning at 6 a.m. according to the Prime Minister.  Applications will also be accepted 
by phone at 1-800-959-2019. 

“If you’ve lost your job or your income from self employment due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and meet the eligibility criteria, the Canada Emergency Response Benefit may 
provide you with temporary income support of $500 per week for 16 weeks,” MP 
Brassard said. “If affected, I encourage eligible Barrie-Innisfil residents to sign up as 
soon as possible.” 

The benefit will be available to Canadian workers who are at least 15 years old, have 
stopped working because of COVID-19 and had income of at least $5,000 in 2019 or in 
the 12 months prior to the date of their application, who are or expect to be without 
employment or self-employment income for at least 14 consecutive days in the initial four-week 
period. 

Direct deposit payments should be received within 3 to 5 days according to the 
government and cheques should be received by mail within 10 days after the application 
is completed. 

To help manage an expected high volume of applications, the CRA has set up specific days 
for individuals to apply. Please use the following guidelines: 

 

If you were born in the month of: Apply for CERB on: 

January, February, March Mondays, starting April 6 

April, May, June Tuesdays, starting April 7 

July, August, September Wednesdays, starting April 8 

October, November, December Thursdays, starting April 9 

Any month Fridays, starting April 10 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html


 

 

Barrie-Innisfil residents should expect to see a large number of military vehicles on area 
roads starting Monday, as members of the Joint Task Force Central (JTFC) travel to 
Base Borden from across the province.  

The Department of National Defence (DND) advised on Sunday that hundreds of 
Canadian Armed Forces members are on the move to CFB Borden where the JTFC will 
form a task force to support the Public Health Agency of Canada in the fight against 
COVID-19 and other local crises, including flooding. 

Also, all reservists in the Canadian Armed Forces will be offered full time jobs to strengthen 
support in communities across the country. The federal government will provide reservists with 
the same pay and benefits as regular force personnel during the pandemic. 

To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
Take these steps to protect yourself and others: 

• Anyone who has new cold-like/respiratory symptoms (regardless of travel history) and 
has not been tested for COVID-19, should self-isolate at home for 14 days.  

• Stay home as much as possible. 
• Individuals over the age of 70 or those with compromised immune systems or underlying 

medical conditions are strongly urged to stay at home. 
• Avoid all non-essential trips into your community. If you leave your home, always keep 

a distance of at least 2 metres or 6 feet from others.  
• Practise physical distancing: keeping 2 metres or 6 feet between you and another 

person, unless they are members of your household. 
• Avoid contact with people at higher risk (e.g. older adults and those in poor health). 
• Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 15 seconds or use an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer.  
• Sneeze and cough into your sleeve.  
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or call 
Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, email 
John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media 
@JohnbrassardCPC. 
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