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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 23 

For Immediate Release April 6 – Today was the first day to apply for the Canada 
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) at canada.ca or by phone at 1-800-959-
2019. By late afternoon, the number of applications had surpassed 532,000. 

“The number of people needing to apply for assistance is shocking, but not 
surprising,” said MP Brassard. “I have heard from many, many people who have 
been patiently waiting for the CERB because they are in desperate situations after 
losing their jobs or their self-employed work due to the COVID-19 pandemic. I 
encourage anyone who qualifies to apply for the CERB according to the established 
schedule.” 

To qualify for your first CERB application, you must: 

• be at least 15 years old. 
• have earned $5,000 or more in the past 12 months or during 2019. 
• have stopped working for at least 14 days due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
• not be receiving employment or self employment income, provincial or 

federal benefits related to maternity or paternity leave. 

According to the Government, direct deposit payments will be received within 3 to 
5 days and cheques should be received by mail within 10 days after the application 
is completed. Canadians who continue to be out of work after the first four-week 
period will be required to re-apply to continue receiving the CERB. 

If you are applying, use the following schedule: 

If you were born in the month of: Apply for CERB on: 

April, May, June Tuesdays, starting April 7 

July, August, September Wednesdays, starting April 8 

October, November, December Thursdays, starting April 9 

Any month Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html


 

In a letter sent last week, MP Dan Albas, Conservative Shadow Minister for 
Employment, Workforce Development and Disability Inclusion, called on the 
government to address gaps in the CERB which does not cover certain individuals, 
including university and college students.  

Today the Prime Minister announced that assistance could soon be available for 
Canadians not eligible for the CERB, including: 

• Individuals working reduced hours – down to 10 hours or less because of 
COVID-19 

• Workers earning less than they would with the CERB 
• University and college students 

“From day one, Conservatives have approached this crisis in a non-partisan 
manner because we are all in this together as Canadians. That’s precisely why we 
have taken a “Team Canada” approach to assisting individuals and employers and 
making suggestions to the government based on what Canadians are telling us 
about their situations and concerns.” 

On Monday MP Brassard: 

• Held a conference call with Barrie-Springwater-Oro Medonte MP Doug Shipley 
and Barrie-Innisfil MPP Andrea Khanjin regarding local issues. 

 
• Participated in two conference calls with the Leadership team of the 

Conservative Party of Canada  
 

• Participated in a conference call with the Conservative Caucus Finance Critic 
Pierre Poilievre and Health Critic Matt Jeneroux. 

 
• Spoke with local suppliers about the healthcare sector needs locally and 

nationally. 
 
To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit johnbrasard.com. 
 
The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit is advising that the number of local cases 
of COVID-19 is increasing and will continue to rise over the next days and weeks. 
Most cases in Simcoe County are among adults between 35 and 64 years. Also, 
there is clear evidence of community transmission.  
 
“Our healthcare workers and first responders are doing a tremendous job of keeping us 
safe, but each of us has a responsibility to help stop the spread of COVID-19 with a few 
simple steps,” Brassard said. 
 
Take these steps to protect yourself and others: 

• Stay home as much as possible and practice physical distancing – keep at least 
two metres (six feet) away from others. 

http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19


 

• Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

• Limit contact with individuals at higher risk (e.g. older adults and those in poor 
health). 

If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or 
call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, 
email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media 
@JohnBrassardCPC. 

https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en
mailto:John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca

