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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 24 

For Immediate Release April 7 – The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit reported 17 
new cases of COVID-19 over the past few days, bringing the total to 105 across the 
region. Also, 29 people in Simcoe County are identified as recovered from the virus.  

“As always I stand with Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Charles Gardner, to encourage 
everyone to stay home as much as possible, practice physical distancing, and wash their 
hands frequently,” said MP Brassard. “Think very carefully about whether or not you 
really need to go out into the community and limit the number of times you leave the 
house.”  

Health officials also advise anyone above the age of 70 “to self isolate at home and 
arrange for other people to shop for them if at all possible.”  

Statistics Canada is asking Canadians to take five minutes to participate in a data 
collection survey on the impacts of COVID-19. Information collected will focus on the 
current economic and social situation, as well as participant’s physical and mental 
health. Data will be used to effectively assess the needs of communities and implement 
suitable support measures during and after the pandemic. To participate, visit Statistics 
Canada. 

Tuesday was Day 2 for qualified applicants to sign up for the Canada Emergency 
Response Benefit (CERB) at canada.ca or by phone at 1-800-959-2019.  Nearly one 
million Canadians applied on the first day of applications. 

To qualify for your first CERB application, you must: 

• Be at least 15 years old. 
• Have earned $5,000 or more in the past 12 months or during 2019. 
• Have stopped working for at least 14 days due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
• Not be receiving employment or self-employment income, provincial or federal 

benefits related to maternity or paternity leave. 

According to the Government, direct deposit payments will be received within 3 to 5 days 
and cheques should be received by mail within 10 days after the application is completed. 
Canadians who continue to be out of work after the first four-week period will be required 
to re-apply to continue receiving the CERB.  

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/survey/household/5311-COVID-19
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/survey/household/5311-COVID-19
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html


 

Individuals are being asked to apply according to their birthdates: July, August, and 
September on Wednesday; October, November, and December on Thursday. Anyone 
eligible for the benefit can apply on Friday, Saturday or Sunday – regardless of their birth 
months. 

Local businesses continue waiting for details about the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy 
(CEWS) expected to cover 75 per cent of salaries for qualifying businesses for up to three 
months, retroactive to March 15, 2020. Organizations that do not qualify for the CEWS may 
qualify for the previously announced wage subsidy of 10 per cent of remuneration  to be paid 
from March 18 to June 20, 2020. 

“Every day I am hearing from employers in Barrie-Innisfil who are severely impacted by the 
pandemic,” Brassard said. “Many have already let employees go after shuttering their doors. 
They need assistance now and Canada’s Conservatives want to see the government move 
much faster on this, to get money into the hands of employers to help people hold on to their 
jobs.” 

The Prime Minister said last week that Parliament will be recalled in order to pass new 
legislation to assist businesses waiting for the Wage Subsidy. After listening to business 
advocates and the Conservative Party of Canada, the new legislation is expected to 
correct elements of Bill C-13, passed two weeks ago, to accurately reflect the 
government’s plan now being proposed. The date for a limited session of Parliament has 
yet to be announced. 

The Prime Minister has also said that assistance could soon be available for Canadians 
not eligible for the CERB, including: 

• Individuals working reduced hours – down to 10 hours or less because of COVID-
19 

• Workers earning less than they would with the CERB 
• University and college students 

On Tuesday MP Brassard: 

• Participated in the daily conference call with the Conservative Party of Canada 
Leadership Team.  

• Participated in the weekly conference call of the Ontario Conservative Caucus. 
• Participated in a conference call with our Public Safety Critic to discuss the border and 

the call for prisoners being released because of COVID-19. 
• Spoke with numerous business owners in Barrie-Innisfil about the COVID-19 supply 

chain. 
 
To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self-assessment or call 
Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, email 
John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media @JohnBrassardCPC. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2020/04/the-canada-emergency-wage-subsidy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/campaigns/covid-19-update/frequently-asked-questions-wage-subsidy-small-businesses.html
https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en
mailto:John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca

