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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 25 

For Immediate Release April 8 – The Prime Minister today announced yet another 
change to the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), relaxing the parameters 
to allow additional businesses of all sizes to qualify. 

Previously, the government said in order to receive the 75 percent wage subsidy 
provided by the CEWS, businesses would have to show a 30 per cent drop in 
revenues compared to this time last year. However, that requirement would have 
shut out some start-ups and new businesses. Under the new rules, companies can 
compare their lost revenue to the average of their revenue in January and February 
2020 and will only need to show a 15 per cent decline in March. 

To continue receiving the CEWS in April and May, applicants will need to show a 
minimum 30 per cent loss. For those approved, the subsidy would pay 75 per cent 
of employees’ salaries, up to $847 a week per employee for 12 weeks, retroactive 
to March 15.   

House leaders from all parties are currently negotiating how and when Parliament 
will reconvene to debate and pass the new bill. 

“Conservatives are ready to get back into the House and approve the latest 
measures because we know that Canadians can’t keep waiting. Business owners 
from all across Barrie-Innisfil have been calling me asking for help because they 
are frustrated with the delays and worried that they may have to shut down for 
good,” stated MP Brassard.  

“These measures were needed weeks ago and if they don’t roll out immediately, 
many small businesses won’t be able to reopen. That would be a tragedy that could 
put millions of Canadians, many here in our community, out of work.” 

The government also announced temporary changes to the Canada Summer Jobs 
program to allow employers hiring students to apply for a subsidy of up to 100 per 
cent of the provincial or territorial hourly minimum wage. Job placements are also 
being extended until the end of February 2021 and students can be hired part-time, 
a change that recognises businesses have had to scale back their operations. 

 



 

Millions of Canadians have applied for the Canada Emergency Response Benefit 
(CERB) this week at canada.ca or by phone at 1-800-959-2019. By noon, the 
number of applications had surpassed 240,000 from those who were eligible to 
apply today. 

To qualify for your first CERB application, you must: 

• be at least 15 years old. 
• have earned $5,000 or more in the past 12 months or during 2019. 
• have stopped working for at least 14 days due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
• not be receiving employment or self employment income, provincial or 

federal benefits related to maternity or paternity leave. 

Direct deposit payments will be received within 3 to 5 days and cheques should be 
received by mail within 10 days after the application is completed. Canadians who 
continue to be out of work after the first four-week period will be required to reapply 
to continue receiving the CERB. 

If you were born in October, November or December, your day to apply is Thursday. 
Anyone who is qualified for the CERB and has not yet applied can do so on Friday, 
Saturday or Sunday. 

Ontario reported the largest daily spike in positive COVID-19 cases on Wednesday with 
550. Premier Doug Ford says the province will increase the number of tests conducted 
each day. Currently, Ontario has the capacity to test as many as 13,000 people per day, 
but the numbers have been closer to 4,000 daily tests this week. 

As of Wednesday, Ontario has tested 575 people per 100,000 population, while other 
Canadian provinces with more than one million residents have tested at least 1,000 
people per 100,000 and Alberta has tested approximately 1,500 people per 100,000. 

On Wednesday MP Brassard: 

• Participated in the daily conference call with the leadership team of the 
Conservative Party of Canada 

• Participated in a video conference with the national caucus of the 
Conservative Party of Canada 

• Returned phone calls and e-mails from the Barrie-Innisfil constituency office 

To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or 
call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, 
email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media 
@JohnBrassardCPC. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html
https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en
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