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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 

For Immediate Release April 11 – Legislation passed today in a rare 
Saturday sitting of Canada’s Parliament will provide financial assistance to 
many employers and workers impacted by COVID-19 in Barrie-Innisfil and 
across the country. 

“Parliament performed its function very well today by swiftly passing the 
Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) legislation that businesses 
have been waiting for so patiently over the past few weeks,” MP Brassard 
stated. “Today’s emergency legislation is a great example of how Canada’s 
Conservatives and all parties are working together to help Canadians in this 
extremely difficult time. Through debate and regular questions from the 
Opposition, we improved and passed this important legislation.” 

The CEWS is expected to roll out within two to five weeks and will provide 
eligible businesses impacted by COVID-19 with a 75 percent wage subsidy 
for up to 12 weeks, enabling employers to retain workers during the 
pandemic.  

The vote followed talks between the government and opposition parties 
about the contents of the bill and more broadly how Parliament functions 
during a crisis. An agreement was struck to grant the minority Liberals the 
backing needed to fast-track the bill through the House of Commons. 

“We raised concerns about some elements of the CEWS based on input we 
received from businesses in our ridings, and I’m happy to say the bill that 
was passed today includes more flexibility for businesses because of our 
input,” Brassard said. “There were also some very pointed and clearly 
uncomfortable questions about this crisis asked by the Opposition today.  
Some were answered, several were side-stepped including a question 
about a Canadian Military Intelligence warning about what was emerging in 
Wuhan back in January, the impact it could have in Canada and if Cabinet 
was aware of the report. The question was not answered.   



 

The bill and a unanimous consent motion that accompanies it will ensure the 
government addresses individuals and businesses currently left out of support 
programs, and return to Parliament if it wishes to extend this subsidy, as well as 
clarity that special spending powers are solely for response to the COVID-19. 

“That is important to ensure accountability for all Canadians. The 
government is now committed to addressing the identified gaps in the 
CEWS and the Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) programs,” 
Brassard concluded.  

More than five million Canadians applied last week for the Canada 
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) which provides $2,000 per month to 
eligible individuals who have lost their jobs or self employment income due 
to COVID-19. Those qualified can apply at canada.ca or by phone at 1-800-
959-2019. 

To qualify for your first CERB application, you must: 

• Be at least 15 years old. 
• Have earned $5,000 or more in the past 12 months or during 2019. 
• Have stopped working for at least 14 days due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 
• Not be receiving employment or self employment income, provincial or 

federal benefits related to maternity or paternity leave. 

Canadians who continue to be out of work after the first four-week period will 
be required to re-apply to continue receiving the CERB.  

To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self 
assessment or call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and 
government announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 
705-726-5959, email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff 
through social media @JohnBrassardCPC. 
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