
John Brassard | Member of Parliament 
Barrie—Innisfil  
Deputy Opposition Whip 

 
 

 
 

Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

For Immediate Release April 15 – The Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) 
has been expanded today to provide financial assistance to additional Canadians who 
are impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. 

In addition to individuals who have lost their jobs or self-employed income due to the 
virus, those earning $1,000 or less per month, seasonal workers and Canadians who 
have recently run out of employment insurance are now eligible for the $2,000 monthly 
benefit.  

“Conservatives have been asking for changes to the CERB for the past month and finally 
the government has acknowledged today that the original plan left many Canadians 
behind and was not doing enough to help people in this challenging time,” MP Brassard 
stated. 

“This is great news for people who had fallen through the cracks with the original CERB. 
I know that there are many in this situation right here in Barrie-Innisfil who are feeling 
extremely anxious about how they are going to pay their bills and provide for their 
families.”  

To apply for the CERB, visit Canada.ca according to the following schedule: 
 

If you were born in the month of: Apply for CERB on: 

January, February, March Mondays 

April, May, June Tuesdays 

July, August, September Wednesdays 

October, November, December Thursdays 

Any month Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 

Improvements to the CERB are a direct result of input from opposition parties. MPs 
highlighted concerns they have heard from constituents across the country and 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html


 

convinced the government to amend the program during an emergency session of 
Parliament last Saturday. 

“This is why we need to ensure that parliament continues to sit as scheduled on April 
20, even if it is in a limited capacity like we have been doing, so that we can engage in 
necessary debate, ask questions on behalf of our constituents and hold this government 
accountable for its decisions during this crisis,” Brassard said. “That’s precisely how we 
will continue to get the best possible results for Canadians.” 

The federal government will work with provinces and territories to boost wages for front-
line healthcare workers currently earning under $2,500 a month, including many working 
in long-term care homes. 

Ontario Premier Doug Ford issued a 14-day emergency order on Wednesday, 
preventing long-term care staff from working at multiple homes and opening the door to 
systemic changes to the system where more than 140 residents have died in COVID-19 
outbreaks. 

“It’s absolutely heart-breaking to hear about the suffering that is happening at long-term 
care homes because of COVID-19 outbreaks,” Brassard said. “Nothing is more important 
than protecting the health and well-being of our parents and grandparents living in these 
facilities and, of course, the brave and dedicated healthcare workers who care for them.” 

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit reported two more deaths attributed to COVID-19 
today, including a woman in her 90s who was a resident of the Bradford Valley long-term 
care home in Bradford where three people have now died from the virus. At the request of 
the facility’s medical director, all residents will now be tested for COVID-19. 

On Wednesday MP Brassard: 

• Participated in the daily conference call with the Leadership team of the 
Conservative Party of Canada 

• Participated in a video-conference with the National Caucus of the Conservative 
Party of Canada 

• Participated in a video-conference with Conservative Members of the Procedure 
and House Affairs Committee in advance of the Committee’s first meeting 
scheduled for Thursday. 

To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or call 
Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, email 
John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media 
@JohnBrassardCPC. 
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