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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 
For Immediate Release April 9 – National COVID-19 modelling released today by 
the Public Health Agency of Canada clearly shows the importance of social 
distancing in order to reduce the number of people who will become infected 
across the country, says Barrie-Innisfil Member of Parliament John Brassard. 

“The modeling we have seen today is evidence that our efforts to heed the advice 
of public health officials will ultimately determine the impact that COVID-19 will 
have in the coming weeks and months,” Brassard stated. “The more we stay 
home and keep our distance from other people when we must be out in the 
community, the more likely it is that Canada will experience the best possible 
outcome.” 

Brassard is urging Barrie-Innisfil residents to stay vigilant over the long Easter weekend. 

“As difficult as it will be to remain at home as much as possible over the holiday, it really 
is the right thing to do,” Brassard said. “While this is normally a time for family 
gatherings and getting together with friends, I urge everyone to do the right thing this 
year; for the greater good. Please stay at home and if have to go out, remember to 
maintain a safe physical distance of at least six feet (two metres) from others.” 

The House of Commons will reconvene with a reduced number of MPs on Saturday to 
debate the government's proposed Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) which 
would provide financial assistance to eligible employers for up to 12 weeks, retroactive 
to March 15, 2020.   

“A Saturday sitting of Parliament is an extremely rare occurrence, but this is an urgent 
situation and I’m pleased that the debate is happening this weekend,” Brassard said. 
“There are many businesses in all parts of the country that are desperate for help. We 
need to move very quickly to get money to eligible businesses so that we can prevent 
further layoffs and permanent job losses.” 

Jobless statistics released Thursday indicating about one million jobs were lost 
across the country in March - an indication that the situation is urgent, Brassard 
said. 



 

The Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) provides $2,000 per month to 
eligible Canadians who have lost their jobs or self employment income due to 
COVID-19. It is estimated That more than four million people have applied since 
the program opened on Monday. Expect the Those qualified can still sign up at 
Canada.ca or by phone at 1-800-959-2019. 

To qualify for your first CERB application, you must: 

• be at least 15 years old. 
• have earned $5,000 or more in the past 12 months or during 2019. 
• have stopped working for at least 14 days due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
• not be receiving employment or self employment income, provincial or 

federal benefits related to maternity or paternity leave. 

Canadians who continue to be out of work after the first four-week period will be 
required to re-apply to continue receiving the CERB.  

On Thursday MP Brassard: 

• Participated in the daily conference call with the leadership team of the 
Conservative Party of Canada. 

• Participated in a video-conference with Barriston Law to discuss recent 
changes in Federal programs for businesses and individual. 

• Participated in a conference call with his staff in Barrie-Innisfil and Ottawa to 
review the week and expectations for the upcoming week. 

• Spoke with numerous employers about the wage and emergency business 
loan subsidies.  

• Spoke with individuals about the C.E.R.B. benefit. 

My Barrie-Innisfil and Ottawa offices will be closed on Good Friday and Easter 
Monday.  We will be checking e-mails and phone messages but will only respond 
to issues requiring an immediate response. 

To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit 
JohnBrassard.com. 

If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or 
call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, 
email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media 
@JohnBrassardCPC. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html
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