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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
For Immediate Release April 17 – Barrie-Innisfil Member of Parliament John Brassard 
met virtually with politicians from all levels of government and several local business 
owners today, through a webinar hosted by the Greater Barrie Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss the economic impact of COVID-19. 

“I am grateful to the Chamber for organizing and hosting this weekly town hall meeting 
that provides an important opportunity for all stakeholders to get together virtually, ask 
questions and share ideas,” Brassard said. “This has been an incredibly difficult few 
weeks for our businesses. While the government has announced and then revised 
programs aimed at assisting businesses, there are still gaps and anxiety levels are high 
for those not yet qualified for financial aid.” 

Along with Brassard, Friday’s virtual town hall included Barrie Mayor Jeff Lehman, Barrie-
Innisfil MPP Andrea Khanjin, Simcoe North MPP Doug Downey and Michelle Eaton from 
the Ontario Chamber of Commerce. 

“Getting together like this with all levels of government and our business and 
community leaders is tremendously helpful,” said Brassard. “Staying connected and 
supporting each other is important now and will become increasingly important as 
we start to talk about how our local economy will begin to recover from the current 
economic shutdown.” 

Local feedback brought to the House of Commons by MPs from across the country 
has directly improved assistance programs for individuals and businesses, 
Brassard said, emphasizing the need for Parliament to resume sitting as scheduled 
on Monday with a reduced number of MPs focused on Canada’s COVID-19 
response and to begin discussing an economic recovery. 

“Our job as opposition MPs is to hold the government accountable and ensure that 
the best possible decisions are being made for Canadians,” Brassard said. “I 
believe that Canada’s Parliament is absolutely an essential service and we cannot 
wait any longer to get to work.” 

The House of Commons has held two brief emergency sessions since being 
adjourned on March 13 due to the pandemic. “It’s absolutely critical that we are 



 

able to question this government and bring the concerns being voiced by our local 
businesses – like the concerns I heard this morning on the webinar - to the House 
for debate. The improvements we have seen to the Canada Emergency Wage 
Subsidy and other programs only happened because opposition MPs raised 
concerns and brought solutions to the government in the House. Because of our 
consistent efforts, Canadians are seeing better results.” 

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit currently has 185 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 including 45 in Barrie and six in Innisfil. Four people have died from the 
virus at a long-term care facility in Bradford where an outbreak continues. 

“We are still seeing the numbers rise across our region, and as we enter another 
weekend I would like to thank Barrie-Innisfil residents for doing everything they can 
to help flatten the curve and reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. You 
are making a difference and I am asking everyone to keep going. If we remain 
vigilant, we will triumph over COVID-19 and we will be able to start re-opening our 
economy.” 

He pointed to British Columbia where the number of COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations is declining, and the provincial health officer announced that some 
restrictions could be eased next month to help reactivate sectors of the economy that 
aren't contingent on large gatherings of people. 

On Friday, MP Brassard: 

• Participated in a video-conference with the Barrie Chamber of Commerce, MPP’s 
Andrea Khanjin, Doug Downey, and Mayor Jeff Lehman 

• Participated in the daily conference call with the Leadership team of the 
Conservative Party of Canada 

• Spoke by telephone with individual members of the business community about 
the recently announced changes to the Emergency Wage Subsidy and the 
Emergency Business Account. 

To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 

If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self 
assessment or call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 

Visit JohnBrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, 
email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media 
@JohnBrassardCPC. 
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