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Daily Update from Barrie-Innisfil MP John Brassard 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

For Immediate Release April 16 – A greater number of Canadian businesses 
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis will now qualify for financial assistance, including 
expanded loan eligibility and commercial rent relief. 

“The pressure from opposition parties is working,” said Barrie-Innisfil MP John 
Brassard. “I’m pleased to see the government implementing proposals that have 
been put forward by Canada’s Conservative MPs to improve support for our 
businesses and individuals struggling to make ends meet because of this crisis.”  

The Canadian Emergency Business Account will now provide government-
guaranteed loans up to $40,000 to businesses that had payrolls last year between 
$20,000 and $1.5 million. The program previously offered loans to businesses with 
payrolls between $50,000 and $1 million. An estimated 195,000 loans worth more 
than $7.5 billion have been approved since the program launched. 

The Prime Minister also announced today that the government will work with 
provinces to develop a temporary rent relief program for some business owners. 

“Barrie-Innisfil businesses have been saying if they don’t get help with their rent, 
the wage subsidies will not be enough to keep their doors open,” Brassard said. “A 
rent relief program along with the wage subsidies and expanded access to loans to 
cover operational costs will keep small businesses afloat and preserve jobs.” 

MP Brassard supports Conservative Party of Canada Leader Andrew Scheer’s call 
for Parliament to resume as scheduled on April 20 with a reduced number of MPs 
and four in-person sittings each week, focused on Canada’s COVID-19 response. 

“We are open to alternatives for scheduling, but the House of Commons must 
resume sitting,” Brassard said. “We cannot wait until June or next fall for Parliament 
to get to work.” 

The House of Commons has held two brief emergency sessions since being 
adjourned on March 13 due to the pandemic.  



 

“In times of crisis we need our parliamentary system to function,” Brassard said. 
“We need to hold ministers to account and challenge the government to do better 
for Canadians. Now more than ever, I believe the House of Commons is an 
essential service.” 

Reducing the number of MPs sitting in the House will ensure that public health 
recommendations for physical distancing can be respected at all times, Brassard 
said.  

“It’s absolutely critical that we are able to question this government. The changes 
announced this week are evidence that our input results in better decisions for all 
Canadians.” 

There are now 44 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Barrie and five in Innisfil. On 
Thursday the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit reported seven new cases in 
Barrie including a woman in her 70s, a woman in her 30s, a girl under 10 years old, 
and a man in his 40s, all of whom were infected by close contact and are self-
isolating. 

“Barrie-Innisfil is doing a great job in helping to curb the spread of this terrible virus, 
but it’s important for us to keep going. We must all stay home as much as possible 
and continue to practice physical-distancing when we are out in the community.” 

On Thursday MP Brassard: 

• Participated in Procedure and House Affairs Committee meeting of the 
House of Commons 

• Spoke with local businesses about the changes in the wage benefit and 
qualifications for the loan program 

• Listened to the testimony of Bank of Canada Governor Stephen Poloz to 
Finance Committee of the House of Commons  

To view previous COVID-19 updates from MP Brassard, visit JohnBrassard.com. 
 
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, use the Government of Canada self assessment or 
call Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 for advice. 
 
Visit johnbrassard.com for the latest information on the pandemic and government 
announcements. Barrie-Innisfil residents needing assistance can call 705-726-5959, 
email John.Brassard@parl.gc.ca or contact Brassard’s staff through social media 
@JohnBrassardCPC. 
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